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HONORING THE ARIZONA
INFORMANT

HON. GREG STANTON

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 24, 2021

Mr. STANTON. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate the Ari-
zona Informant on 50 years of excellence in
reporting on our state’s most important issues.
Since its start, the paper's motto has been:
“98% of Our News You Won’t Find in Any
Other News Media in Arizona,” and it's deliv-
ered on that, shining a light on members of
our community. For five decades, the paper
has chronicled stories of Black Americans. It
has reported on the importance of African
American representation in Arizona politics, ra-
cial disparities in the criminal justice system,
the need to improve policing in communities of
color, and the stories of resilience throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic. But most impor-
tantly, it has documented the history, suc-
cesses, and leadership of African Americans
in our community.

The newspaper was founded by Cloves
Campbell, Sr., Arizona’s first Black state sen-
ator, and his brother Charles Campbell, a re-
spected and accomplished educator. They
knew firsthand that the press of the ’50s and
'60s rarely told the full story on any issue af-
fecting communities of color that seldom came
across the newswire. Too often, mainstream
media coverage of Black Americans focused
mostly on large Civil Rights demonstrations.
Those stories usually covered the events
themselves and rarely took the time to tell
what happened after these influential dem-
onstrations, nor the work of Black Americans
whose brave and courageous actions made
those events possible. As they lived through
this history, Cloves and Charles realized they
could tell these stories better themselves—and
so they did.

In 1971, with just $1, Charles and Cloves
bought the Arizona Informant and transformed
it into the paper we know now. Today, as
much of Arizona and national media suffer
from shrinking readership, the paper is seeing
growth, boasting 100,000 weekly readers. The
Arizona Informant remains Arizona’s only
Black-owned weekly newspaper. The paper
also uses the influence of its non-profit foun-
dation, the Arizona Informant Foundation, to
provide and develop valuable resources and
opportunities to help build and bolster Black
and African American communities in Arizona.

For 50 years, the paper has successfully
captured the history of our community—bring-
ing important issues and voices into the spot-
light. As our country continues to see dispari-
ties in the Black community and communities
of color, we are reminded that we need outlets
that see and embrace their identity, as mem-
bers of the community they cover, not as a
“bias” but as an asset to report the truth.
Journalism needs more outlets like the Ari-
zona Informant who not only do quality jour-
nalism but do so with newsrooms that reflect
and empathize with the communities and
issues they carefully cover.

The Campbell brothers and the Informant
remind us that diversity is essential, not only
to the success of journalism, but to the suc-
cess and vibrancy of our community. Their
spirit lives on with Cloves’ son, Cloves Camp-
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bell, Jr., who has followed in his father’s foot-
steps and continued his legacy of journalistic
excellence as publisher of the newspaper.

| thank the Arizona Informant for being a pil-
lar of our community. Congratulations on 50
years of reporting with integrity and diligence
on the issues that matter most to Arizona.
Here’s to the next 50 years and beyond.

———

COMMENDING AND CONGRATU-
LATING COLONEL RONNIE B.
DELFIN ON THE OCCASION OF
HIS RETIREMENT

HON. MICHAEL F.Q. SAN NICOLAS

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 24, 2021

Mr. SAN NICOLAS. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to commend and congratulate Colonel
Ronnie B. Delfin on the occasion of his retire-
ment from the Guam Army National Guard
after 31 years of service to our island and na-
tion.

Colonel Delfin enlisted in the U.S. Army Re-
serve in 1990 and was assigned to the U.S.
Army Reserve Headquarters as a medical
specialist after completing his Basic Training
and Combat Medic Advanced Individual Train-
ing. In August 1993, he enrolled in the Univer-
sity of Guam ROTC program and reported to
active duty as a commissioned officer in May
of 1996. He attended the Armor Officer Basic
Course from August 1996 to January 1997,
and his first duty assignment was with the 1st
Battalion, 33rd Armor Regiment, 2nd Infantry
Division in Fort Lewis, Washington, where he
served as an Assistant S-2, Tank Platoon
Leader, Mortar Platoon Leader, and Executive
Officer. He was later reassigned to the 1st Bri-
gade 25th Infantry Division (Light) in Fort
Lewis, Washington, as an Assistant BDE S-3.

Colonel Delfin joined the Guam Army Na-
tional Guard and was assigned as the Security
and Intelligence Officer in October 2000. He
then joined the Active Guard and Reserve pro-
gram in September of 2001. His assignments
in the AGR include Counterdrug Coordinator;
Commander 1224th Engineer Detachment
(Utilities); S3, 105th Troop Command; Sec-
retary of the General Staff, Commander, 203d
RTI; and Commander, 94th Civil Support
Team (WMD). Colonel Delfin mobilized and
deployed with the 1224th Engineer Detach-
ment to Afghanistan in support of Operation
Enduring Freedom.

Colonel Delfin is a graduate of the Armor
Officer Basic Course, the Infantry Officer Ad-
vance Course, Engineer Captain’s Career
Course, the Combined Arms Services Staff
School, and the United States Command and
General Staff College Intermediate Level Edu-
cation, and the United States Army War Col-
lege. He holds a Bachelor's degree in Public
Administration, a Master of Management, and
a Master in Strategic Studies from the War
College.

Colonel Delfin received a number of awards,
such as the Bronze Star Medal, Meritorious
Service Medal (40LC), Army Commendation
Medal (40LC), Air Force Commendation
Medal, Army Achievement Medal (20LC), the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal, the Combat Ac-
tion Badge, and the Parachutist Badge. He is
a Distinguished Military Graduate from the
University of Guam Army ROTC and a recipi-
ent of the General George C. Marshall Award.
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As Commander of Joint Task Force 671 and
Chief of Joint Staff for the Guam National
Guard, Colonel Delfin played a critical role in
executing missions to support the Government
of Guam with an efficient and comprehensive
COVID-19 response. In addition to promoting
an educational campaign, he facilitated the
staffing of quarantine, community testing and
food distribution sites, the full operation of
emergency rooms and COVID-19 wards, the
implementation of vital engineering projects,
and much more. He tirelessly collaborated
with local authorities to ensure the health and
safety of our people, and it is with the support
of his leadership that our island’s response ef-
forts have yielded the achievement of a largely
vaccinated population.

Colonel Delfin has and continues to serve
as a fine example of leadership and dedicated
his skills, knowledge, and training to elevating
the quality of life for Americans in Guam and
across the world. In addition to advancing our
national objectives both at home and over-
seas, Colonel Delfin has further emphasized
the importance of ensuring our communities
are empowered with the tools to overcome
challenges in the days that follow a completed
military mission.

Madam Speaker, | rise on behalf of the
People of Guam, offering my greatest appre-
ciation to Colonel Ronnie B. Delfin for his de-
votion to our island and nation. | sincerely
thank him for his many years of service and
sacrifice, congratulate him on his well-earned
retirement, and wish him and his family all the
best in this new chapter of their lives.

———

RECOGNIZING QUINN CAROLINE
FLAHERTY OF CHEEKTOWAGA,
ON BECOMING AN EAGLE SCOUT

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 24, 2021

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Quinn Caroline
Flaherty of Cheektowaga, and her tremendous
achievement of becoming an Eagle Scout.

In 2019, Scouts BSA officially started ac-
cepting young women into its ranks. Becoming
an Eagle Scout is a difficult and involved proc-
ess and necessitates being a Life Scout for at
least six months, earning at least 21 merit
badges, demonstrating Scout Spirit and troop
leadership, and creating an Eagle Project. The
first young women to become Eagle Scouts
were accepted in 2020.

Quinn is a hard worker, dedicated to Scout-
ing. She earned more than 40 merit badges,
and was chosen by her peers to hold the posi-
tion of Senior Patrol Leader. She splits her
time between three different units, including a
BSA Troop, Sea Scout Ship, and a Venture
Crew.

Quinn’s Eagle Project was largely centered
around the COVID-19 Pandemic. While taking
a COVID test, she remarked to her family that
the hardworking staff looked like they needed
a good meal. In a combination of looking to
support frontline workers and the suffering res-
taurant industry, Quinn raised more than
$10,000 to support local restaurants, providing
more than 1,000 meals to essential workers
and first responders. For her dedication to
Scouting and her efforts to support the com-
munity, Quinn was nominated for Eagle Scout
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